CHORAL SCORE IMI6921C

Tsippi Fleischer

ratorio 1492-1992, Op. 2

For mixed chair, guitars and mandolas ensemble, and symphony orchestra {1991)
Text: a selection from Medieval sources {sung in Hebrew, Spanish, Arabic)
Commemorating the 500th anniversary of the expulsion of Jews from Spain
Duratior: 22 minutes
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Tsippi Fleischer (b. 1946) is considered the first internationally-established woman composer from the Middle East; she has been

marked for her contribution to contemporary music, and received many international awards and residency scholarships. Her academic
achievements also include Bachelor's degrees in music theory and composition and in Oriental Studies, and Master’s degrees in Music
Education and in Semitic Linguistics; in 1995, she was awarded a PhD in Musicology for her dissertation on Cherubini's Medée. Her works
have been performed in over 40 cities around the world {including major cultural capitals} by renowned soloists, ensembles, choirs and
orchestras, and preserved on over 20 commercial CDs.

Tsippi Fleischer's music brings together diverse stylistic and cultural influences, including the languages and musical styles of the Middle
East {from ancient languages to modern Hebrew and Arabic, and European traditions from the Renaissance to the avant-garde and
electronic music. Her oeuvre includes: seven symphonies; five operas; two oratorios; the cantata "Like Two Branches’, based on a poem
by a 6th-century Arab poetess, which represents the culmination of the composer's stylistic achievement; a large number of song cycles;
multi-media works in ancient Semitic languages; and more.

For several decades, Dr. Tsippi Fleischer lectured at the Department of Music, Levinsky College of Education, Tel Aviv, and served as
Special Projects and Forums Moderator there. She taught several generations of musicians who are now making their mark on the Israeli
and international music scene in composition, conducting, performance and education. Since her retirement from regular teaching in
2005, alongside her intense activity as a composer, she has been summarizing her impressive decades-ong period of music teaching and
research into the history and analysis of Hebrew song, including the two-volume treatise, "The Harmonization of Songs’, and the large-
scale monograph "Matti Caspi: The Magic and the Enigma”.

More details, including a comprehensive work-list, bibliography and discography, are available on the composer’s website,
http://wwwtsippifleischer.com.
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1452-1992 AN ORATORIC

L. 0f Wine and the Delights of Love

IT. Of Turmoil (of Fear amnd of Suffering)

Y. Of the TUpheaval and Storm of Expulsion

Iv. Of Wandering (of Temptations, Guilt, Persecution
and of Despair) .

v. Of the Return to Ziom:

Im this work T have presented a bird's-eye view of the history of the Jewish people,
starting with the Golden Age in Spain, chrough the trauma which accompanied the Ex-
pulsion, the wandering which followed in its wake, uwntil the Redemptionm in Ziom.

This outline combines historfcal truth with my cwa subjective vision. Inm Spain the
‘three faiths (Judaism, Islam aund Christisznity) co-existed in sywbiosis and T sincerely
‘believe that this idyllic situatiom may well be re—established agaiu. Tn addition,
history has shown that to confrout the future with optimism is to triumph in the end:
the Jewish people living a fulfilled life im the Land of Israel is an etermal truth -
a fulfiTment superseding any other way of life im the Diaspora. The Expulsion, with
all its concomitant pain, may yet be seen as a bright poiot in the history of the
Jewish people: it gave the Impetus for the Returm to Ziom. At the outser of the
work z11 three languapes are heard — Hebrew, Spanish and Arahic; subsequently, only
Hebrew and Spanish, and in the end, Hebrew alome.

The Hebrew poetry from the Middle Ages appears here in its original form, but I
introduced a commecting thread between the varicus verses of text in order to
achieve the continuity of cutline described above. The poetry of Spain is redo—
lent of earthy semsuality,. whereas in the writings of the early pdets of the Land
of Israel (those who never. left the Holy Land), a certain feeling of distress per—
vades, tinged with strong spirituslity. Generally, this Hebrew poetry is extremely
concentrated im expression with surprising double—entendres.

As am aid to both listemer amd performer, I have organized the literary sources inm
tatndar form to include the original words, their phonetic tramscription, explana—
tory comments, and a deseription of the compositiomal events.

Musically, this is a complex work combining the fragrance of the past (formal melo—
dies and conventioms) with contemporary aesthetics (orchestration and tome—production).
The melodic material has its roots in folkJoristic wotifs, starting with Spaim (and
including medieval Christian influences), through liturgical hymas of the Diaspora

in North Africa, southern Europe, the  Balkans and Turkey, and epding with my own
Israeli-sounding motifs for the concluding movement. All these became interwoven
spontaneously, in amswer to the dramatic requirements; a Spamish flavour often pre~
vails on accouvnt of the guitars, mandolas and harp added te the accepted symphonic
instruments. The owchestra, too, has an important role to play inm the drama: mare
than once it would appear that orchestral "actors" take centre-stage.

Tsippi Fleischer.



I. FIRST MOVEMENT - OF WINE AND OF THE DELIGHTS OF LOVE

English tragslation.
(by Gila Abrahamson)

Whale chiolr divided inta grouss
some speaking, others laughing

(Quterins From the mistof the revelry):

Hzha bz ha

Do not sleepl

Qld wine - drink deepl!

And the perfume and the rasest

Doyyash Ben Lavrat,
Spain._ 10th cent

Drink, ye lovers
Get drunk, o friends

Judah Halevi,
Spain, 1Zth ceat.

And fountains of water
Dopask:
In the dwelling-place of generous
men
In the gardens of nobles -
Judah Halevi
habhabhaha_

I the mornings
and in the evenings

We drink, we sing, we are bewitched Wa'izf! nighamin mastiir _”a,.m.c pEa <3 589

{The svunds of music aed bird-sung blends in with festive mood):

And the violing sigh .
With harp and psaltery

The women start singing

While birds on the wing
(n the green branches sing

' And the pigeon and the dove

Flute-like, tell of love
Donash -

#hole choir
(The intake of wine increases);

Drink, ve lovers

Get drunk, o friends

Lzt even the monks be served winel
Tudah Halevi

“Wamrer
And the murmur of water
Howing in the furrows .

Recalls the bowing of stringed
instruments

whala tholr

Axnd on the young branches

The birds sing loudly
Dogash

. Prink, ye [overs

Get drunk, ¢ friends
I the dwelling-place
of generous men
In the pardens
of nobles
And n the joyous
festivities
Let even the monky
Be served wine!
Judak Halevi
(The orgy of sensuality s at its height):

My beloved who awakens
the flame of desire
Come, let us embrace
in the fervour of fove

" And the drinking of water

Sweeter thaa the taste

of the effusions of love
My betoved who awakens
the flame of desire
Came, let us embrace
ia the fervor of love
For thy love is better than wine

Judah Halevi
(with quoiation from
the Song of Sargs)

Text sung - . Text sung -
Phonetic transcriptiom original script .
he ha ha ha... M hbh)
"2l t1Znl nom ax
§té yayin yaén s
vekhifer *im So3an! i B0 e:)
behéd améntes Bebed, amantes,
embryagéos amigos Embriagass, amigos
verége¥ tstnorim oy Wy |

en marada de khenerdsos Em morada de genervsas

en khardines de nibles  En jardines de nables

ha ha ha ha... i h
bigablht weall apds ooy

waghariki-T-khamifr

.- rr - re

vehemyét kinarim I R

teminim unvaiim oYy Tg
vetsipbr kol kandf Hi 93 T

yeranés beyn “atim o PI R
hayonim vehatorimr i iy

"onim kakhalalim [rigrignly cllayh 1]
&t dodfm ' AT
vestkhrd re'im ey kg )|
ha¥kd hanzirim yayini T T e
bthémst ‘awtdr gl g

. ) , se_es s
wakhari sawakin tadir IR s 33y

wa'dlaTaghgént chestlll Lo
tasdi "attuytr : W=l R
bebéd améntes Bebed, amantes,
embryagéos amigos Embringnas, amigos,
en morada En morsda
oz khenerfsos de generosos
en khardines En Jardines
de nibles de nabley
f yen festékhos ¥ en festejos
regosikhéntes . regocijantes
aln 4 Jos abstémyos Bém a los abstemias
servid el ving Servid el pino

dodi "a3ér ya'fr Tehmvim  EvaD Yy TN T

,,,,,

wasirhi ma'in sle iy
*&Zha minarridh : iyl s ,_ﬂ.E.

dodf *aér ya'ir ehavim DM 70T WX YT
Tekhd nit'alsd ba'ahavim DY20%3 NOUM N3G

Ty Y

ki tavim dodékha miggyin 1R PTITOTU S



Women
(Suddenly feelings of goiltare interpolated):

Shall we rejoice here

while foxes infest Zion? “yerutsn 3u'atim?
Shall we drink wine, ve'eykh ni3té ydyin
Shall we be proud of heart, - ve'eykh narim “3yin
When we count for naught? vehaylnu "4gin?
Donash

vetag) ‘uvtsigfn 7o e s S

" Apy T
D DT
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II. SECOND MOVEMENT - OF TURMOIL (OF FEAR AND QF SUFFERING)

Bliole choir divided inlo growps in melet=/ike polyphany
Etile after exite gald "akhdr golé
‘Yehuda was dispersed gatta yehuds

And cherished by none dorés umvakés ‘éyn 1

Ezile por dyéspora
after exile tras dydspora
Yehuda khudéa

weeps ever xhime syémpre
Searched for by nomne nédye 1a blska
Needed by none -nadye 1a rekyére

Rabbenu Gershom "Me'or Hagola®,
Mayence, L1th cent,

Wormen (sopraros) )

{In [rustration the nation decries its fate):

.Our years have ended in privation  Snetéyny s&fu bedaTiit
We strive for the light - 1e’dr nekavé

en (Lasses)

-But are met
with scorn and humiliation
Solomor: Jha Gabirel,
Spain, 11th cent,
Men (tenars) fogether with women (a/tes)
(The enemy, in decision):

vehinne bz vediflit

Weep, nesiling, Tydra pichén

Weep, wanderer, Tyra errénte

Pour out your fears, wvyérie tus Jagrimas
Remourn your exifel taménta tu eksﬁuo
Weep, nestling, bkhé gozan

Weep, wanderer! bkhé nodéd:

whole cholr

Wanderer, wanderer.. errénte, errénte...
Musea Ibn Ezra, Spain, 11th-12th

Y7380 APy |

nFia mnN Y
Ty

N3 TR WIs WY
Por diaspora
Tras diaspora
Judea
Gime siempre
Nadie fa bysca
Nadle la requiere J

iR RS

DI B3

Liera, pichdn,
Liora, errante,
Vierte tus lagrimos,
Lamenta tu exilio
Sy g
auithrr)

Errante, errante...

Y. THIRD MOVEMENT - OF THE STORM OF EXPULSION

women, then whele choir
A prolonged shout: Ah ‘g

_ e N

£

IV. FOURTH MOVEMENT - OF WANDERING (OF TEMPTATION, GUILT,

PERSECUTION AND OF DESPAIR)

Whole choir, then men, then women

Shall we search evermore -

in the bottomless pit §&khat verimma-
Thus abandoning the source venitds ‘et mekdr

of eternal life? khay2y netsakhim?
Is there o place, hayé 1énu

1o the east or to the west
For dwelling in peace,

without woe, without strife?
Judah Hzlevi

* mekbm tliovd

Men (ali together

(The strangers mock the People of Israed):

Where is their God of justice? "ayé "elehéy hami3pat?
Let Him protect them! yariv <et rives
Where is dénde estd

God the Judge el dyds khweés?
Who will judge ke khilzge

your case? vwéstrakdwsal

Benjamin Ben-Abrzbam, Rome, 12th - 13th cent,

neakhér ‘et mekdm - -NE7) R oipn N Moy
TUMIR 7 D Ny

27003 W MIR3 WY T
bemizrikh 'a bema'riv :
TG YD 03 M bl
neh *alav betukhim?

TogtnY 9y
12 < a3y
0onde esid
ef Dids juez?
iue juzgue
pruestra caussl
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Women, the whole choir

(Anger 2gainst God develaps):
O when will my persecutors matay ta'asé F0znin BT NYen
be chastised? _ berodféy mi3pét?
The city, the Holy Temple ha'ir. hak6de¥ nivinga) w7 100
and the Land vehamkozdt T
Hzve been desecrated, hayft Tekherpa - mMranhganh e
have been defiled Wevizdt-
Rahbenu Gershom
0 God, when will You cease “adonfy, "ad matdy  TTINGED PR D0 D R
to smite us with Your hand? " kéts hapla'dt?
Sclomon I6n-Gabirol
Bhole cholr

[The sorrowing stones of the destroyed Templs call vut):

. On this night my sons beléy) z8 yivkeyln Pathroa
will weep, they will Jament veyeylitu banéy o
On this night my tempies betdyt 28 khardv kodSi TR 295 N g
were destroyed, venisrefd "armondy *iE ik
1y palaces burnt
And the People of [srael vekhdl beyt-yisra'dl bxi-rra by
will recaff how [ grieved yeheg vigondy pity=gih
And bemoan the Jire veyivkl ‘et hasrefa higi:lyt R my]
" thatleft me berieved *a3fr sardf "adondy TR 7 iy
Elearar ha-Ealir,
Land of Israal, 5th cent.
(fram the Lamentations

for the Ninth Day of Ab)

V. FIFTH MOVEMENT - OF THE RETURN TO ZION ('IRIUMZPHS AND REDEMPTION)

Whie cholr
. {An oplimistic mood _prevg.ils suddenly; Israsl triumphs over its enemies):
We shall take revenge vekirkarnl benakdm ) DR MR
on fortress and wall kir vetira ’
-We shall conquer the city, vekhavaSnd bekhfakh 72110 D3 wwam
the citedsl, alll *ir "uvird
Samuel hz-Nagid,
Spain, 1ith cent,
ren
(Iatimations of the Return fo Zion):
Wait, My poor people, hokhil "aniyé wnn T 3ty Yonin
for very soon k1 'od me"at ~
I shall send My angel "e¥16kh mal'dkh YT rhagy uxon nhwy
good things o bring Tefan6t darki
And on Mount Zion ve'al hér tsiydn *270 Joay TR
I shall anoint My king ‘ensdkh matki ‘
Solomon Jbn-Gabirol
Soprang sololst
For Zion Tetsiydn THTY YRIR) Nay g
my soul and my spirit yearn $a'afd naf$i verukhi
There would 1 live, heytt béh TR MM 53 0 Nt
there peace will reign ko7 yeméy khaufy meaukhi
Her soil will serve "afaréh 1Y ¥en Ny REY
as balm for my pain *g’esé marpé Tenig'i-
Judah Harizi,
Spain, 11th cent,
Whele clioir

(The firal hymn, in praise of Zion):

Land to which brets'aSéridh  ME9N) DD A TERPN
in Your strength You have jed us  be'uzékh nihalting
Agracious gift matané tové wRSI NaR g
You bequeathed upon us: hinkhattanu
Land of wheat and barley, *grets khita ‘use'ord B3 PR TIDEY NN PR
of the grape *érets géfen
. Land of the fig, "Grets te'end SN I IR PN
" of the early-riping fig Tevikir te'end _
Land of the pomegranate, "érets rimén W 99 TR P
the segments of the pomegranate  1efélakh harimdn
Land of the five, "brets Zéyit IO NP
of the spleadour of alives Tehodém kazdyit :
Land flowing with milk and honey, ‘Bretszavét khaldv wdvad wWamanatyon
OF scothing milk and honey letékhat leSondm W7y 290 nrinh Rnnh
beneath the tongue khaldv ‘udvas :

Tannai,
Land of Israel, 5th cent.



PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION OF HEBREW

Hebrew letters Transcription

N -
® (after a consonant) * (glottal stop)
a b
2 v
A g
T d
n h
7 (in word-final position) —
1 (as a consonant)?! "
i o

=
c

N

o0

G O 9~
N

i

(as a consonant)!

~
— (ol

.

k

-

ch (as in German Buch)
1

m

— O

-

ORI T S R - B TR SV BT I
-~
n

p
f
ts (as z in German zehn)
k

G J
e

o ©

!} 4y and > are pronounced as consonants if they precede or follow a vowel, e.g.
is ay.
i is a voiceless pharyngeal consonant (as in the Arabic name Muhdmmad). Ashkenazic Jews

are pronounced as va, ! is ya, i is yo, and 7_

2

usually pronounce it as ¢k in German Buch.
3 «

PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION OF ARABIC

Arabic consonant letters Transcription
1 (L)’ LN * (glottal stop)
- (=) _ b
e (2) t
e () th {as th in English thick)
=z (=) j (as 7 in Jaek)
z (=) h (voiceless pharyngeal fricative
consonant)
¢ (=) ch (as ¢k in Cerman Puch
X 4 and J in Spanish Josd)
3 Qb {as th in this)
2 r (alveolar r as in Ttalian)
J z {(as 8 in rose)
o () s
o (£) § (as ek in ship)
e {) s (emphaticl g)
@ (<) d (emphatic! d)
b T (emphaticl £}
b dh (emphatic1 dh)
o
CE Y ¢ (voiced pharyngeal consonant)3
E (£ =, &) gh (as » in French mére without
vibration of the uvula)
< (3) f
3 () k (uvular k)
o (sy k
J () 1
¢ (=) m
o (=) n
<2 w
¢ (#,+) h
S {w ) Y

ot

t or nothing

1 and 1
- T

is a voiced pharyngeal consonant (pronounced with the pharynx half-closed by the

eplglottis). Ashkenazic Jews usually pronounce it just as X (glottal stop or nothing).
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o) Free entrances, attacca- nature, individually, "interesting” pitches.
‘ b) Speaking naturally, “moderato”s each sentence 5 times by each mdividual .
: When a mew semtence by a mew Loice appears, the others will try to lessen dynamics.
‘ ¢c) A glass is thrown and broken.
d) Togethen.

i @ 1991 by IMI Israel Music Institute, P.0.B. 3004, Tel-Aviv, Israel.
| All Rights Reserved ™I 6921B International Copyright Secured.
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a) lenor and Bass join Sopramo and Alto and "take" their line.
b) One continued organic glissando line between S.A.T.B. downward ;

the orchestra has to stop playing at the last (and lowest) choir sound.
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